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About the Work

My friend Faith Zimmer is a thoughtful and talented lyricist and composer whose words and music make 
me see ordinary things in a new, often spiritual, way. As I’ve gotten to know Faith’s poem deeply while 
setting it to music in Orion, I feel that it is about each of us searching for our own inner worth. Orion is a 
constellation that sits on the celestial equator and is visible throughout the world. Where I live, it is most 
visible in winter. I like to think of this constellation as having strength even in the most difficult season.

No matter what the world tells us or what pressures there are on young women, what really matters, 
and what will help us through our difficult seasons, is the strength that we find within ourselves. 

-Susan LaBarr

Orion

Most mourn the falling leaves,
The weight of death the ground receives.
Yet you rise in Winter’s Chill,
And in the gloom you still believe.   

Most mourn the setting sun.
The aging day is overcome.
Yet you rise in Twilight Still,
And night reveals you one by one.

   Carefully the constellations
   Bend their knees to your dictation.
   Standing guard with quiver ready,
   Stance you’ve held for cent’ries steady.
   Warrior high above the earth,
   Telling human beings of their worth.

Most mourn the sinking mast,
The ocean’s pull into the vast.
Yet you rise at Memory’s Will,
And you will stand on ages past.

   -Faith Zimmer
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