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Texts

1 – It’s Christmas! Merry Christmas! (page 2)
instrumental

2 – Hodie Christus natus est (page 5)
Hodie Christus natus est:
Hodie Salvator apparuit:
Hodie in terra canunt Angeli,
Lætantur Archangeli:
Hodie exsultant justi, dicentes:
Gloria in excelsis Deo.
Alleluia!

Today Christ is born:
Today the Saviour appears:
Today angels sing on earth,
Archangels rejoice:
Today the righteous rejoice, saying:
Glory to God in the highest.
Alleluia!

Magnificat Antiphon for Christmas Day

3 – On Oaten Pipes (page 11)
As I out rode this enderes night,
Of three ioli sheppardes I saw a sight,
And all abowte there fold a star shone bright;
They sang, terli, terlow;
So mereli the seppardes their pipes can blow.

Down from heaven, from heaven so hie,
Of angeles there came a great campanie,
With joy and mirthe and great solemnitye,
They sand, terli, terlow;
So mereli the seppardes their pipes can blow.

Anonymous, adapted
from The Coventry Mysteries

4 – The Preparation of the Manger (page 19)
instrumental

5 – Dormi, Jesu! (page 20)
Sleep, sweet babe! my cares beguiling:
Mother sits beside Thee, smiling;
Sleep, my darling, tenderly!

Dormi, Jesu! Mater ridet
Quæ tam dulcem somnum videt,
Dormi, Jesu! blandule!

If Thou sleep not, mother mourneth,
Singing as her wheel she turneth:
Come, soft slumber, balmily.

Si non dormis, Mater plorat,
Inter fila cantans orat,
Blande, veni, somnule.

Hieronymous Wierix (1553–1619), English translation 
by Samuel Taylor-Coleridege (1772–1834)

Maids, get up and bake your pies,
Bake your pies, bake your pies;
Maids, get up and bake your pies,
‘Tis Christmas Day in the morning.

See the ships all sailing by,
Sailing by, sailing by,
See the ships all sailing by
On Christmas Day in the morning.

from the Bishoprick Garland, 1834

6 – The Preparation of the Feast (page 24)
instrumental
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7 – The boar’s head in hand bring I (page 27)
Caput apri defero [The head of the boar I bring]
Reddens laudes Domino. [Giving praise the the Lord.]

The boar’s head in hand bring I,
With garlands gay and rosemary;
I pray you all sing merrily,
‘Qui estis in convivio.’ [As you feast so heartily.]

The boar’s head, I understand,
Is the chief service in this land;
Look wherever it be found.
Servite cum cantico. [Let us serve with a song.]

Be glad, lords, both more or less,
For this hath ordained our steward
To cheer you all this Christmas,
The boar’s head with mustard.

Traditional 16th-century, version from
William Henry Husk’s Songs of the Nativity (1868)

8 – Wartime Christmas (page 34)
Led by a star, a golden star,
The youngest star, an olden star,
Here the kings and the shepherds are,
Akneeling on the ground.
What did they come to the inn to see?
God in the Highest, and this is He,
A baby asleep on His mother’s knee
And with her kisses crowned.

Now is the earth a dreary place,
A troubled place, a weary place.
Peace has hidden her lovely face
And turned in tears away.
Yet the sun, through the war-cloud, sees
Babies asleep on their mothers’ knees.
While there are love and home—and these—
There shall be Christmas Day.

Joyce Kilmer (1886–1918)

9 – Goodnight! (page 38)
Goodnight, and sing “Nowell!”
Christmas tidings forth we tell!
Sound the organ! Ring the bell!
Goodnight!

Goodnight, and sing “Noe!”
Jesus Christ was born for aye!
Sleeping in a bed of hay!
Goodnight!

Goodnight! So long! Farewell!
Christ is born Emmanuel!
Joy be ours! Noe! Nowell! Farewell!
Goodnight!

Gareth Treseder
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